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THE FIRST FILM THAT, WITH LOVE AND IRONY, FIGHTS AGAINST HOMOPHOBIA

"Union is strenght, maybe" is a documentary film that
interweaves the life of homogenitorial families with the bizarre
theories of the anti-LGBT members, in a single story.
Two absolutely distant and different worlds that needed to be
confronted in a direct way, due to the exponential growth of
ProLife movements of extremist Catholicism origin and their
political rise, thanks to the exploit of the right-wing parties
who welcomed them into their row (the Family Minister Attilio
Fontana and Senator Simone Pillon, both members of Family Day,
are a clear example). But also because of the growing need for
legal recognition that the homogenitorial families are
clamoring, to which sometimes only the judiciary grants
approval, due to the shortcomings of the civil unions law of
2016 caused by the cut of the Stepchild Adoption and the
obligation of loyalty between the partners.
What comes out is a desecrating mix between the silent normality
of these families and the ranted madness of their protesters.

SYNOPSIS
June 5, 2016. Civil unions are introduced in Italy. A law
pending for 30 years that has allowed homosexual couples to
institutionalize their love. But, at the same time, has awakened
in the country homophobic feelings that seemed outdated, and
that instead, driven by Catholic associations, have cut from the
law the possibility of adoption and the obligation of loyalty
for the partners.
Three years later, these feelings keep on growing together with
civilly united couples.
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AUTOR’S REASONS
The necessity to realize "Union is strenght, maybe", arises from the need to
understand the exponential evolution (or involution, depending on the point of
view) of some associative movements through demonstrations, media spaces,
campaigns on social networks and various publications, screaming to the whole
world their concern for the safety of the heterosexual family and children, due
to homosexual unions.
Being a member of a heterosexual family, I could not understand how the legal
recognition of the union of two persons of the same sex could have endangered me
and the safety of my family, as well as my possible future offspring. A research
then spontaneously started in November 2015, led me to collect an infinity
audio/video and journalistic material on what I then managed to identify, at the
end, as the real theme of my research, which at the beginning I would never
really suspected: homophobia.
Homophobia in 2019 still exists and has evolved by hiding under the slogan:
"Let's defend the family".
I understood that I realizing this only after careful and extensive research, I
thought of the multitude of people who perhaps really share the thought of
"family defense", but ignore the real and sneaky motivations that bring these
associations and movements to lavish good of the "natural" family, exclusively
through the propaganda of the prohibition to the granting of rights to
homosexuals. But this does not want to be a film about homophobia. In many of
those articles read and re-read, there are authoritative voices of doctors,
psychologists, scholars and university professors who speak of "abnormalities".
So this wants to be a film about the beauty of many different "normality", which
exist and are part of a reality that must be addressed and understood, something
that in this country has probably never been done on an anthropological level,
but that has been introduced at the political and legislative level. Will the
Italians be ready?
In this historical period in which even the Pope, the greatest exponent of the
Catholic faith, declared to the whole world: "If a person is gay and seeks the
Lord and has good will, who am I to judge?", I wonder how it is possible that
hatred is still touted to those who have a different sexual orientation,
moreover without even declaring it openly but disguising it as a "message for
the defense of the family" so as to widen as much as possible the circle of
receptors of that veiled but dangerous message: "children and your families are
in danger because homosexuals come together, get married and love each other".
I believe that the veil should be lifted, also because of an intolerance spread
not only in Italy, but also in the rest of the world, sometimes causing
massacres and suicides.
Fabio Leli
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Fabio Leli – 09/14/1986 – Director, autor and producer

After gaining a degree in communication in 2009 and a diploma in
screenwriting and directing from the Griffith Academy in Rome,
Fabio Leli began making his first short films.
He was assistant director and screenwriter for various italian
and international projects.
In 2014 he wrote and directed "The Social Networld – A Love
Story", a short film which garnered a number of awards and was
presented at the Roberto Rossellini Italian Cultural Institute
in Los Angeles.
In 2015 he completed his first feature film, "Living high Life",
presented in World Premiere at 68°Festival del Film Locarno and
at 20°Milano Film Festival for National Premiere.
"Union is strenght, maybe" is his second feature film.

Filmography
2011 - “Oltre il mare” short movie 7’
2011 - “Le vie del poker sono infinite” short movie 6’
2014 - “The Social Networld – A love story” short movie 7’
2015 - “Living high Life” feature documentary 159’
2016 - “Terra Madre” short documentary 13’
2019 - “Union is strenght, maybe” feature documentary 107’
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